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Perched on a hill near the manicured greens of a Nashville country club, Becky
and Jimmy Webb’s 1950s flat-roof modern is as classic as a Hank Williams song, but
its new addition is a little more refined.

“Mashville’s changing,” says
architect Price Marrison.
“In the last ten years it’s been
totally revitalized." In that
spirit, Harrison designed
a bedroom addition for this
classic modern, marrying
'50s style with 21st-century
convenience.

Opryland Overhaul
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living/dining room, which has a commanding hilltop
view of the wooded neighborhood. (*The best thing in
the whole house,” says Becky, “is to sit in the living room
and see the full moon come up through the front win-
dows.") The original floors of vak and terrazzo tile have
aged well and add to the earthy feeling of the house.
With its rustic building materials and low-slung profile,
the house fits snugly into its tree-shaded setting.

“It was just a feeling,” Becky replies when asked what
first appealed to her about the house. I like it all being
on one level. It's not a typical ranch. And I love the
details, [ love the rock walls. T love the beams,”

[n addition, she says, because they have three sons
(thenaged 7, 8, and t1), the L-shaped apen plan of the
house, its five bedrooms, large vard, and spacious 5,000

level. It's not a typical ranch. And | love the detail

square feet suited the family well. So the Webbs were
willing Lo look past a few majar issues: a leaking roof,
lack of a proper master suite, and the encroachment of
anearby gated community,

When it was buill, the Webbs' house was beautifully
isolated atop a small hillock, adjacent to the golf greens
of the country club. But in the late 1980s, a little do-si-do
between a previous owner of the home, a neighbor, and
the country club created a parcel of property sandwiched
between the country club and the house. Today that
praperty is a small gated community of which the Webb
house is now part. Next to the outsized ersatz colonials,
federals, and regencies, the Webbs' modern looks dis
tinctly discreet and tasteful—a beautiful iconoclast on
the edge of a crowded hodgepodge. »

. | love the rock walls. |

ms.

Among the home's amenities
are (clockwise from bottom
left) an original 1950s St,
Charles kitchen, limestone
rock walls, a dining room with
a commanding view, sleek
new built-ins designed by
Price Harrison, and a Cassina
Cab chair by Mario Bellini.
Bp.136
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“1 didn't want a big bedroom. |
wanted a big closet,” says
Becky Webb. In fact, she got
a huge bedroom, two bath-
rooms with adjoining shower,
and two walk-in closets, Her
closet is pictured.

When the Webbs first moved into the house, Harrison

toward the relaxing view of the secluded, grassy back-

Right: To blend the exterior

of the original house with
the addition, the architect
extended the limestone
rock walls and trimmed the
roaf with a new, broader
ribbon of copper fascia.

yard and courtyard [ormed by the shape of the house.
Amaong the suite’s luxurious appointments are
mahogany trim, cherry floors, cream-colored French
limestone floots in the baths, glass sink bowls that light
up, astylish built-in headboard cum shelving unit, and

had designed built-in desks and cabinets for the boys’
rooms that the Webbs were very happy with. By 1995, he
and the Webbs had begun brainstorming about the possi-
bilities for building them a proper master suite.

The existing master bedroom was deficient in a few
major ways, An addition to the original house, it seemed
very much a poorly arranged afterthought—a make-do
floor plan, with the entrance to the room running past
the master bathroom and small closet. What's more, the
bedroom was exceedingly dark, with only a small array
of windows on one side.

Rather than present the Webbs with a pat solution,
Harrison discussed the addition in conversations that
spanned several years——construction dido't begin until
May 2001, “We built models of different schemes,” says
Harrison. “[t was very interactive. It wasn't like [ went
to an office and came back and said, "This is it!"”

The Webbs wanted more natural light, more bathroom
space and storage, and a more sensible layout. What they
gotwas a 1,400-square-foot master suite, complete
with his-and-hers bathrooms tied together with a shared
shower, roomy his-and-hers walk-in closets, and a cozy
workout room, The addition is of a piece with the rest of
the house, yet at the same time it’s a thoroughly modern
space that is a clearly demarcated refuge from the bays’
rooms just down the hallway. It's a spacious retreat
bathed in natural light on three sides, thanks to large
banks of windows on the north and south sides and cast-
facing clerestory windows that were Becky's idea. The
new windows reorient the bedroom'’s focus away from
the south {and the new development), and instead
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bathroom pecket doors that open and close with the
wave of a hand—thanks to electric eyes and a ppeumatic
mechanism originally designed for buses.

Om the exterior, Harrison smoothly integrated the addi-
tion with the existing house by continuing the limestone
walls and adding a new ribbon of deep brown copper fas
cia rimming the roofline across the entire house, The hor-
izontal continuity allowed Harrison to raise the master
suite’s roofline to make way for the clerestory windows
and a ceiling height of 11 feet, matching the height in
public roams such as the front living room. During con-
struction, it was determined that the deteriorating roof
had to be replaced, which allowed the copper fascia to be
consistent all around the house.

Today, the Webbs are so pleased with their new bed-
room, finished in May 2002, that they are planning more
projects with Harrison, including a remodeled front door
with more windows to brighten a dark foyer and a glass-
and-mahogany enclosure on the edge of their backyard
that will allow for a screened-porch area.

“Tdidm't want a big bedroom. [ wanted a big closet,”
Becky says with a laugh. “And I got it. Treally did. ... I got
lucky. I's just such a wonderful peaceful feeling to have
everything focused out that direction,” she says, pointing
out her new windows ta her lush, sun-dappled backyard.
“It makes me a lot happier.” m






